Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


PAGE 01 MTNGE 05464 111957Z 

64 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 10-10 ISO-OO AF-06 ARA-06 EA-06 EUR- 12 NEA-10 

OIC-02 SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 AGR-05 CEA-01 

CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-03 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 

L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 AID-05 CIEP-01 SS-15 

STR-04 TAR-01 TRSE-00 PRS-01 SP-02 FEAE-00 OMB-01 

/126W 

020699 

O 111840Z JUL 75 

FM USDEL MTN GENEVA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 270 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MTN GENEVA 5464 

PASS STR, AGRICULTURE, CODEL 

EO: 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRDGATT 

SUB J : MTN: GROUP AGRICULTURE PROPOSED SUMMING-UP 

REF: MTN GENEVA 5447 

1. WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED THE PROPOSED DRAFT SUMMING-UP BY THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE WORK OF THE GROUP AGRICULTURE. THIS SUMMING-UP 
IS LIKELY TO BE THE BASIS FOR THE ORAL REPORT TO BE MADE BY THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP AGRICULTURE TO THE TNC. THE MEETING DEAL- 
ING WITH THIS SUMMING-UP WILL START JULY 14 9:00 A.M. YOUR GUI- 
ANCE IS REQUESTED IMMEDIATELY FOR RECEIPT BY MTN GENEVA JULY 13 
REPEAT JULY 13. THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED SUMMING-UP (SPEC(75)15) 
FOLLOWS: QUOTE: 

1. THE GROUP MET ON 9, 10 AND 14 JULY 1975 AND TOOK THE FOLLOWING 
ACTIONS. THE GROUP INVITED THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF UNCTAD OR HIS 
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REPRESENTATIVE TO ATTEND THIS SESSION OF THE GROUP AS AN OBSERVER. 

2. THE GROUP TOOK NOTE OF THE WORK DONE IN THE SUB-GROUPS ON 
GRAINS, MEAT AND DAIRY PRODUCTS. AND DECIDED THAT WORK IN THESE 
SUB-GROUPS SHOULD BE ACTIVELY AND INTENSIVELY PURSUED, THE DATES 
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OF MEETINGS TO BE DECIDED BY EACH SUB-GROUP. 

3. RECALLING THAT THE SUB-GROUPS WERE THEMSELVES ORGANIZING THEIR 
WORK, THE GROUP NOTED THE NEED FOR THE WORK IN THE THREE SUB- 
GROUPS TO MOVE FORWARD IN PAR AT, I .FT. AS FAR AS POSSIBLE. 

4. THE GROUP HEARD PROPOSALS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FURTHER 
SUB-GROUPS FOR CERTAIN PRODUCTS. WHILE REAFFIRMING ITS EARLIER 
DECISION THAT FURTHER SUB-GROUPS MIGHT BE ADDED, THE GROUP CONSI- 
DERED THAT IT WAS NOT DESIRABLE TO SET UP SUCH SUB-GROUPS AT THE 
PRESENT TIME. 

5. THE GROUP AGREED THAT IN ITS WORK IT WOULD BEAR IN MIND THAT 
CERTAIN PRODUCTS FELL WITHIN THE PURVIEW OF THE GROUP "TROPICAL 
PRODUCTS". 

6. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AGREEMENT REACHED IN THE GROUP "NON- 
TARIFF MEASURES" (MTN/NTM/6, PARA 1 1), THE ATTENTION OF THE GROUP 
WAS BROUGHT TO PARA 2(VI) OF THE SUMMING-UP OF THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE SUB-GROUP "QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS" (MTN/NTM/2). THE TEXT 
OF THIS PARAGRAPH READS 

"THE NEGOTIATIONS ENCOMPASS QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS ON AGRI 
CULTURAL PRODUCTS. IT WAS NOTED THAT AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS WOULD 
BE CONSIDERED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SUMMING-UP OF THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE TRADE NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE AT ITS MEETING OF FEBRUARY 
1975. SOME DELEGATIONS INDICATED THEIR INTENTION TO CONSIDER 
QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS ON AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS IN THIS SUB- 
GROUP. SOME OTHER DELEGATIONS INDICATED THEIR INTENTION TO CONSI- 
DER SUCH QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS IN THE AGRICULTURE GROUP." 

7. THE GROUP DISCUSSED QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE PROCEDURES TO BE 
FOLLOWED IN RESPECT OF QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS ON AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS, AS WELL AS IN RESPECT OF OTHER TARIFF OR NON-TARIFF MEA- 
SURES ON PRODUCTS NOT COVERED BY THE THREE SUB-GROUPS. VARIOUS 
PROPOSALS WERE PUT BEFORE THE GROUP. 

8. THE FOLLOWING PROPOSAL WAS MADE: 

"IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARA 2 OF THE SUMMING-UP BY THE CHAIRMAN OF 
GROUP "AGRICULTURE" (DOCUMENT MTN/AG"1), THE GROUP AGREED ON THE 
FOLLOWING WORK PROGRAMME FOR THE TREATMENT OF TARIFF AND NON-TAR- 
IFF MEASURES AFFECTING AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS OTHER THAN THOSE AL- 
READY COVERED BY THE PRODUCT SUB-GROUPS: 

(I) THE SECRETARIAT WAS REQUESTED TO FURNISH TO THE MEMBERS OF 
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GROUP "AGRICULTURE" THE LIST OF TARIFF OR NON TARIFF PROBLEMS 
RAISED IN OTHER GROUPS OR SUB-GROUPS WHICH ALSO AFFECT AGRICULTU- 
RAL PRODUCTS. AND A STATEMENT OF NOTIFICATIONS PRESENTED BY PARTI- 
CIPATING COUNTRIES CONCERNING QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS ON AGRI- 
CULTURAL PRODUCTS; 

(II) THE GROUP AGREED, AS AN INITIAL STEP, TO UNDERTAKE A PRO- 
CESS OF INFORMATION, EXAMINATIN AND DIALOGUE WITH RESPECT TO ALT. 
TARIFF AND NON-TARIFF MEASURES AFFECTING AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. 

THIS PROCESS WOULD TAKE PLACE THROUGH DETAILED BILATERAL OR PLURI- 
LATERAL CONSULTATIONS OR DISCUSSIONS. IT WOULD BE BASED ON THE 
NOTIFICATIONS MENTIONED IN SUB-PARA (I) ABOVE AND ON COMMUNICA- 
TIONS WHICH THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED MIGHT NOTIFY TO THE SECRETAR- 
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IAT IN RESPECT OF ANY TARIFF OR NON TARIFF MEASURE AFFECTING AGRI 
CULTURAL PRODUCTS THAT WAS OF DIRECT INTEREST FOR THIE TRADE. 

FOLLOWING THOSE CONSULTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS, GROUP ' AGRICUL- 
TURE" WOULD ANALYZE, AS A SECOND STEP, THE SITUATION THEN OBTAIN- 
ING AND WOULD ENGAGE DISCUSSIONS ON SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS - WHETHER 
OR NOT OF MULTILATERAL SCOPE - THAT MIGHT BE MADE BY COUNTRIES 
HAVING PARTICIPATED IN THE CONSULTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS, WITH A 
VIEW TO ACTION ON ANY INDIVIDUAL MEASURE. 

THE RESULT OF THAT WORK WOULD BE COMMUNICATED TO THE OTHER 
GROUPS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 2 OF THE SUMMING-UP BY THE 
CHAIRMAN OF GROUP "AGRICULTURE". 

9. THERE WERE DIFFERENCES OF OPINION AS TO WHETHER THIS PROPOSAL 
WAS IN CONFORMITY WITH THE MANDATE OF GROUP "AGRICULTURE" AS SET 
OUT, IN PARTICULAR, IN PARAGRAPH 2 OF MTN/AG/1 . THE GROUP AGREED 
TO REVERT TO THIS PROPOSAL AT ITS NEXT MEETING. 

10. THE FOLLOWING FURTHER PROPOSAL WAS MADE: 

"AS A STEP TOWARDS THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
TOKYO DECLARATION AS REGARDS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SPECIAL PROCE- 
DURES FOR THE NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUN- 
TRIES, THE GROUP DECIDED THAT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES BE INVITED TO 
PRESENT TO THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES IN THIS GROUP LISTS INDICATING 
THEIR NEGOTIATING INTERESTS IN THE AGRICULTURAL FIELD BOTH WITH 
RESPECT TO PRODUCTS AND MEASURES, LOOKING TOWARDS DISCUSSIONS - 
BILATERAL, PLURILATERAL OR MULTILATERAL - AIMED AT IDENTIFYING 
THE POSSIBLE NEGOTIATING INTERESTS OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

TO HELP IN THIS TASK THE SECRETARIAT WOULD RECEIVE NOTIFICATIONS 
INCLUDING COPIES OF THESE LISTS AND WOULD PREPARE AN UP-TO-DATE 
CATALOGUE OF TARIFFS AND NON-TARIFF MEASURES FACED IN DEVELOPED 
MARKETS BY THE PRODUCTS NOTIFIED BY THE EXPORTING DEVELOPING COUN- 
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TIRES. AFTER THIS STAGE OF INFORMATION, THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
SHALL DECIDE IF IN THE EFFECTIVE NEGOTIATING STAGE THEY WILL SUB- 
MIT THEIR REQUESTS FOR CONCESSIONS IN THE GROUP "AGRICULTURE" OR 
IN OTHER NEGOTIATING GROUPS OR SUB-GROUPS." 

1 1 . THIS PROPOSAL WAS SUPPORTED BY SOME DELEGATIONS, COULD NOT 

BE ACCEPTED BY ANOTHER DELEGATION, WHILE SOME FURTHER DELEGATIONS 
FELT THAT A DECISION OF THIS KIND WOULD BE PREMATURE AS IT CON- 
CERNED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SPECIAL PROCEDURES WHICH IN THEIR VIEW 
SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED AFTER, OR AT THE SAME TIME AS, GENERAL PROCE- 
DURES. THE GROUP AGREED TO REVERT TO THIS PROPOSAL AT ITS NEXT 
MEETING. 

12. SOME DELGATIONS BELIEVED THAT THE ABOVE TWO PROPOSALS WERE 
COMPLEMENTARY, AND MIGHT BE MERGED. 

13. AS REGARDS QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS, THESE PROPOSALS WERE 
TABLED: 

(A) THE PROPOSAL WAS MADE THAT IN RESPECT OF THE POSITION OF 
THE DELEGATIONS WHICH HAD INDICATED, OR MIGHT INDICATE, THEIR IN 
TENTION TO CONSIDER QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS ON AGRICULTURAL PRO- 
DUCTS IN GROUP "AGRICULTURE", THE GROUP SHOULD ADOPT, MUTATIS MU- 
TANDIS, THE PROCEDURES AGREED UPON IN THE SUB GROUP "QUANTITATIVE 
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RESTRICTIONS", AS SET FORTH IN PARA 6(1) TO (IV) INCLUSIVE, OF 
DOCUMENT MTN/NTM/2. 

(B) IT WAS ALSO PROPOSED THAT IN VIEW OF THE DISCUSSIONS WHICH 
HAD TAKEN PLACE IN THE SUB-GROUP ON QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS, IN 
RESPECT OF QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS ON AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS, 

THE GROUP SHOULD AGREE: 

(I) AS AN INITIAL STEP TOWARDS THE WORKING OUT OF SOLUTIONS, A 
PROCESS OF INFORMATION, EXAMINATION AND DIALOGUE SHOULD BE UNDER- 
TAKEN WITH RESPECT TO EXISTING QUANTITATIVE ESTRICTIONS ON AGRICUL- 
TURAL PRODUCTS, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT, INTER ALIA PARA 3(E) OF TOKYO 
DECLARATION AND THE WORK ALREADY INITIATED BY THE SUB-GROUPS ON 
GRAINS, MEAT AND DAIRY PRODUCTS. THIS PROCESS SHOULD ELUCIDATE, 

INTER ALIA, WHETHER RESTRICTIONS ARE MAINTAINED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE GENERAL AGREEMENT AND SHOULD ALSO ELUCIDATE THE ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL CIRCUMSTANCES UNDERLYING PARTICULAR RESTRICTIONS IN IMPORT- 
ING COUNTRIES. 

(H) THIS PROCESS OF INFORMATION, EXAMINATION AND DIALOGUE 
WOULD TAKE PLACE THROUGH DETAILED BILATERAL OR PLURILATERAL CONSUL- 
TATIONS OR DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN COUNTRIES MAINTAINING RESTRICTIONS 
AND COUNTRIES NOTIFYING A DIRECT TRADE INTEREST IN THESE RESTRIC- 
TIONS THROUGH THE SECRETARIAT. THESE CONSULTATIONS OR DISCUSSIONS 
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MIGHT INCLUDE SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS FOR ACTION IN REGARD TO INDIVI- 
DUAL RESTRICTIONS. FLEXIBILITY SHOULD BE ALLOWED FOR DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES TO PARTICIPATE ADEQUATELY IN THIS PROCESS. 

(HI) THE RESULTS OF THESE CONSULTATIONS OR DISCUSSIONS WOULD 
BE REPORTED TO THENEXT MEETING OF THE GROUP BY THE COUNTRIES IN- 
VOLVED IN EACH OF THE CONSULTATIONS OR DISCUSSIONS FOR ANALYSIS 
OF THE EXISTING SITUATION BY THE GROUP. 

IN THIS CONNEXION, THE GROUP NOTED THE VIEW OF SOME DELEGATIONS 
THAT IT WOULD NOT BE VERY PRODUCTIVE TO APPLY SUCH A PROCESS OF 
INFORMATION, EXAMINATION, EXAMINATION AND DIALOGUE ONLY TO QUANTI- 
TATIVE RESTRICTIONS. 

(C) IT WAS ALSO PROPOSED THAT THE GROUP AGREE THAT THERE BE ON- 
LY ONE PROCEDURE FOR THE NOTIFICATION OF QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS. 

14. THE GROUP AGREED TO REVERT TO THE PROPOSALS REGARDING QUANTI- 
TATIVE RESTRICTIONS AT ITS NEXT MEETING. 

15. THE GROUP NOTED THE PROPOSAL THAT HAD BEEN PUT FORWARD IN THE 
GROUP "TARIFFS" AND "NON-TARIFF MEASURES" THAT THE PROCEDURES FOR 
DEALING WITH NON-TARIFF MEASURES WHICH RELATED TO PARTICULAR TAR- 
IFF ITEMS SHOULD BE RELATED TO AND INTEGRATED WITH WHATEVER PRO- 
CEDURES ARE AGREED UPON FOR T ARIFFNEGOTI ATION S . 

INFORMATION TO THE TRADE NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE 

16. THE GROUP AGREED THAT THE CHAIRMAN SHOULD MAKE AN ORAL REPORT 
TO THE TRADE NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE COVERING THE WORK OF THE GROUP 
AND ITS SUB-GROUPS. 

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 

17. THE GROUP, NOTING THAT ITS SUB-GROUPS WOULD THEMSELVES SET 
THE DATES OF THEIR MEETINGS, AGREED THAT IT MIGHT MEET AGAIN IN 
THE WEEK BEGINNING 1 DECEMBER 1975. UNQUOTE.WALKER 
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